
 

 
Montville Township High School to Host Teen Driver Safety Program “ Share The Keys”  
 

November 10, 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 

Montville Township High School will host a virtual Parent/Teen safe driving course titled “ Share 
The Keys”  at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 24. Sponsored by NJM Insurance Company and in 
partnership with the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC), the research-based course is 
specifically designed to educate teens and their parents/guardians about New Jersey’s Graduated 
Driver (GDL) laws and emphasizes the importance of parental involvement as teens learn to drive.   

 
Students and parents in all grades are encouraged to attend this course. For current gra de 12 
students and parents/guardians, attendance is optional, but strongly encouraged. Beginning with 
grade 11 students (Class of 2022) and their parents/guardians, it will be mandatory to attend one 
“ Share The Keys”  course during your high school career in order to be eligible for on-campus 
parking during your senior year. To accommodate this requirement and present families with 
multiple opportunities to attend, we will run three courses throughout the school year. Tentatively, 
the other course dates are Wednesday, February 17 and Monday, April 26. More specific 
information about those other course offerings will be released in a future correspondence.  

 
Below is a more detailed explanation in order to clarify participation in this new program:  

 Current freshman, sophomore, and junior students and a parent/guardian must attend the 
November 24 course or a future course [prior to senior year] in order to be eligible for on -
campus parking during senior year. 

 Current senior students and a parent/guardian are encouraged to attend the November 24 
course or a future course. Failure to attend will not impact eligibility for on -campus parking 
during senior year. 

 If a family has more than one child in the school, one parent/guardian may attend a course 
with multiple high school age children to satisfy the requirement.  
 

We are excited to continue implementing this new program as we feel it will contribute to the 
safety of our teenage drivers. Because we will record attendance at the course, students need to log 
in using their montville.net account and parents/guardians should log in with their child or on 
another account which lists the parent ’s name. To log in to this program, visit:  
www.montville.net/mthssharethekeys.  Should you have any questions about “ Share The Keys” or 
your family’s participation, please reach out to Officer McGowan or me using our email addresses 
listed below. 

 
Sincerely, 

Douglas Sanford     Scott McGowan 

MTHS Principal     School Resource Officer 
douglas.sanford@montville.net   scott.mcgowan@montville.net  
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Additional information about “ Share The Keys”  
 

Motor Vehicle crashes remain the leading cause of deaths for teens in the U.S. with an average of 
4,000 each year. Parental involvement plays a key role in reducing teen driver crash risks. In fact, 
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Center for Research Injury and Prevention fou nd that teens 
whose parents set rules and pay attention to their teen’s driving activities are half as likely to be 
involved in a crash. 

 
Share The Keys brings parents and teens together, empowering them with information, resources 
and tools to cultivate safe driving attitudes and behavior. Led by trained facilitators, the program is 
designed for parents and their teens in the pre-permit or permit state of licensure (parents and their 
teens already holding a probationary license will also benefit).  

 
The course has five key objectives: 

 Understanding the Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws – The GDL is the most effective 
tool in reducing teen driver crashes, injuries and deaths. It’s imperative that both parents 
and teens fully understand the law in order to benefit from its lifesaving restrictions.  

 Being a Good Role Model – Researchers have found that teens mimic their parent’s driving 
behaviors. Parents can effectively reduce their teen’s crash risk by adopting safe driving 
practices, such as obeying the speed limit and avoiding distractions. 

 Effectively Enforcing the GDL at Home – Forty percent of all fatal crashes involving teen 
drivers occur after 9:00 p.m., and teens with just one passenger have nearly twice the risk of 
being involved in a fatal crash than those who drive alone. By enforcing these two 
restrictions of the GDL parents minimize their teen’s exposure to crash risk.  

 Increasing Practice Driving Hours – During the first 12-24 months of driving, teens are at the 
greatest risk of being involved in a crash. Since crash risk decreases with driving experience, 
it’s crucial that parents fit in at least once hour per week of practice driving with their teen 
driver. 

 Sharing the Keys – Research by CHOP revealed that teens who requested permission to use 
the car were half as likely to be involved in crashes when compared to teens that had primary 
access. Parents can establish a verbal contract with their teens by asking them where they 
are going, who they are going with, and when they will be back.  
 

Share the Keys was developed to assist the parents of permit and probationary drivers on the 
intricacies of the GDL laws and to offer positive tips on how to coach their teen during the driver 
training process. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


